REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Title(s): 

Director(s): 

Producer(s): 

Publisher: 

Author(s): 

Editor 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language (s): 


28 November 2003 
Secretary for Internal Affairs 
Not Applicable 

Oyster World Fashion Issue 45 

Oyster World Fashion Issue 45 April/May 2003 
Oyster 45 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

3d world publishing 

Not Applicable 

Jonathan Morris 

Magazine - Periodical 

Australia 

English 


Components of film originally examined: Not Applicable. 

Feature: 

Trailers: 

Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 


Running Time: 
Running Time: 

Total Running Time: 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 


... Please turn over 


tmp217 




Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not applicable 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine Oyster World Fashion Issue 45 is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The classification of this magazine follows from a complaint by a member of the public 
about a fashion photo-spread and in particular, a prominent double-page image that 
shows a model with the facial appearance of a young teenager displaying her bare 
buttocks in a manner considered to be sexually provocative. The Classification Office 
has considered the publication under s3(2)(a) the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 and concludes that it does not promote or support, or tend to 
promote or support, the exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes. In coming 
to this conclusion, the Office has considered the context of the image and the limited 
extent of problematic material, the dominant effect of the publication, its purpose and 
intended market, and its artistic and cultural merit and value. The submissions 
received and the photographer's explanation of the intended effect of the images have 
also been taken into account. 

The magazine draws from and contributes to the visual arts and popular culture and 
has considerable artistic merit as a showcase for the work of international 
photographers. It is intended for a niche market of young women in the upper socio¬ 
economic bracket with an interest in urban, "streetwise" fashion, art and lifestyle. The 
"look" portrayed in the photo-spread does not rely entirely for its effect on showing the 
model as very young. Her demeanour is that of a strong and independent woman, and 
as the photographer states, her posture and attitude challenge and subvert the "male 
gaze". In this, the photo-spread is in accord with the dominant effect of the publication. 
As well as the images in question, the magazine has some sexual content but this is 
very limited in extent and degree. 
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The unrestricted classification of Oyster World Fashion Issue 45 results from the 
application of statutory criteria that have been interpreted in a manner established by 
judicial precedent to be consistent with the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The 
resulting classification imposes no limit on the freedom of expression at all. Given the 
factors set out above, a restriction on the availability of the magazine would be neither 
reasonable nor justified in terms of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 
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